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1., %A mmber of persons were arrested for 'curvency speculations!' in Rige during Fareh
and April 1953, These 'speculations! involved the purchass of old latvian notes
{*lata'), The price paid for 100 Lats waried between two and six rubles,

2, "he first offenders were caught by the NMilitia at the beginning of March 1953 in
the Babite district of Rigs, Several searches were made in the houses of 'spece
vletorst, who wers mainly workers employed at the logal shipyards. Aecording to
uneonfirned information, sbout 200,000 Lats were geised by the suthorliles and
many persons arrepted. Among them were (fim) Pakang and (fnu) Steyns, 41l the
prisoners have been transferred to the KVD prison In Riga,

3« PIn mide-April 1953, specially assirmed agents of the MVD erganised ambushes on |
sugpected perscns and carried out searches in the port itself and in the Zabile dis=
triet, Agaln several persons wore arrested,

L, "The MYD considers all dealings in the old latvien currency an antieBoviet political
eriwe, The arrested 'speculators' will, after thorou'h investigationy be severly
punished, According to a pronouncement made by av MVD interrogation afij:{.fial, {fnu)
Medved, the quilty will be deported for permanent resettlement to the USSR, after
they have served 20 years in corrective labor camps.

g, "This severe punishment is exactly that spplied by the Soviet authorities in the
Latvian S.5.8, for such offenses as anti-Soviet propaganda or ald to parﬁisans.*
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